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The Last SignalTHE bronze statue 
by Roscoe Mullins 
outside St. Peter’s  

Church, High West Street, 
Dorchester commemorates 
the great Dorset polymath 
and dialect poet, William 
Barnes. Although William 
Barnes was born at Bagber, 
near Sturminster Newton it is 
appropriate that his memorial 
should be in the heart of the 
county town of Dorset, for 
it was in Dorchester that he 
spent part of his working life. 

After schooling at a dame’s 
school in Sturminster New-
ton, he was taken on as a clerk 
in a solicitor’s office, and 
in 1818 became a Contract 
Engrossment Clerk with the 
firm of Thomas Coombs and 
Son in Dorchester. It was in 

the High Street, soon after, 
that he first saw and fell in 
love with Julia Miles.

Encouraged and helped by 
friends of his youth, William 
Barnes had gifts for music, 
literature, art and the Clas-
sics, but Julia’s parents op-
posed him as a suitor on the 
grounds of poverty. This en-
couraged him to embark on a 
new career, and after keeping 
a school at Mere for several 
years, he was at last able to 
marry Julia in 1827.  She was 
to be a source of intense hap-
piness and devoted support to 
him as long as she lived.  He 
continued to keep school at 
Mere, practised his talent for 
woodcuts and copper-plate 
engravings, brought out his 
first book on philology for use 

in schools, studied the Welsh 
language, and in 1833-4 pub-
lished seven eclogues in the 
Dorset dialect.

 However, he yearned for 
Dorset and in 1835 returned 
to Dorchester, settling in 
the house on the west side of 
the same street which bears 
a plaque commemorating 
his 15 years’ residence there. 
His life was full, with his 
school, his children, his 
friends including the young 
Thomas Hardy, and with the 
publication of Poems of Rural Life 
in the Dorset Dialect in 1844.  

His interest in archaeology 
and geology was instrumen-
tal in preventing the railway 
companies from destroying 
Poundbury and Maumbury 
Rings and led him to become 
a co-founder of Dorset Mu-
seum in 1845. He published 
a philological grammar in 
1854, having mastered not 
only the classics but 60 other 
languages. 

In 1847 William Barnes 
was ordained deacon and 
appointed to the tiny parish 
of Whitcombe and its beau-
tiful church, not far from 
Dorchester; but it was not 
until 1862, 10 years after his 
wife’s death, that he gave up 
his school and was presented 

with the living of Winterborne 
Came, the neighbouring par-
ish.  He lived in the charming 
rectory, which still stands on 
the Dorchester-Broadmayne 
road, with his daughters,

Hardy always had respect, 
admiration and affection for 
Barnes, although there was 
a difference in age of forty 
years between them. Two 
years before Barnes died in 
1886, Hardy designed and 
built Max Gate only a short 
walk from the rectory.  In his 
poem, The Last Signal written 
after Barnes’ funeral, Hardy 
paid an affectionate farewell 
to his life-long friend.

William BarnesWilliam Barnes
(1801-1886)

The Last Signal
by Thomas Hardy

 (Oct. 11, 1886)
A Memory of William Barnes

Silently I footed by an uphill road
That led from my abode to a spot yew-boughed;
Yellowly the sun sloped low down to westward,

And dark was the east with cloud.

Then, amid the shadow of that livid sad east,
Where the light was least, and a gate stood wide,

Something flashed the fire of the sun that was facing it,
Like a brief blaze on that side.

Looking hard and harder I knew what it meant -
The sudden shine sent from the livid east scene;

It meant the west mirrored by the coffin of my friend there,
Turning to the road from his green,

To take his last journey forth--he who in his prime
Trudged so many a time from that gate athwart the land!

Thus a farewell to me he signalled on his grave-way,
As with a wave of his hand.

Came Rectory William Barnes Grave
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THE Moule family 
had a large influence 
on Hardy and 

many references to them 
are scattered throughout his 
works. Henry Moule and his 
wife are thought to have been 
the inspiration behind the 
parents of Angel Clare in Tess 
of the d’Urbervilles.  The family 
also appear in the short story 
A Changed Man which is based 
on the part played by the 

Reverend Moule during the 
1854 cholera epidemic on 
Mill Street in Fordington. 
Fordington Vicarage appears 
in The Dynasts where the vicar 
Mr Palmer (named after 
the real vicar John Palmer 
who lived in the vicarage 
before Reverend Moule) is 
presented smoking a clay pipe 
of ‘preternatural length’, 
leaning against the vicarage 
garden door as an effigy is 

being burnt on Durnover 
Street (Fordington Green).

Hardy was close friends 
with one of Reverend 
Moule’s sons, Horace, born 
at the vicarage in 1832, who 
tragically committed suicide 
in his rooms at Queens 
College Cambridge in 1873. 
Distinguished at both Oxford 
and Cambridge Horace was 
a prolific literary reviewer 
as well as a gifted scholar 

and musician. He became a 
mentor to Hardy before the 
latter began to publish his 
work, teaching Hardy Greek 
and Latin. Horace Moule 
shares many character traits 

with Henry Knight in A Pair of 
Blue Eyes.  Hardy’s friendship 
with the family meant he 
was a frequent visitor to 
the rectory and the church.  
When Reverend Moule died 

in 1880, Hardy wrote a warm 
letter of condolence to one of 
the sons, noting that he had 
‘for many years, felt like one 
of his parishioners’.

JOHN Hicks came to Dorchester from Bristol in May 1850.  
He completed a final set of drawings for a new vicarage to be 
built in the centre of Dorchester and gained a strong local 

reputation as a church architect. His office was in South Street, 
next door to William Barnes’s school. Hardy was apprenticed to 
Hicks in Dorchester from 1856 to 1862, preceding his work for 
Crickmay. Hardy received instruction in architectural drawing 
and surveying and became a star pupil.

Hicks was indulgent towards Hardy’s pursuit of self-knowledge 
in Latin, Greek and the arts, even during business hours. 
Hicks’s speciality was in the rebuilding and restoration of Gothic 
churches, and this then became Hardy’s speciality, ultimately 
leading to his meeting his first wife Emma Gifford in Cornwall 
in 1870.

Architecture and architects feature in much of Hardy’s work, A 
Pair of Blue Eyes, Far From the Madding Crowd, A Laodicean, Jude the Obscure, 
and many of his poems. Hardy dedicated his poem ‘The Abbey 
Mason’ to Hicks, and in 1927 his second wife Florence noted 
Hardy’s comment that ‘if he had his life over again he would 
prefer to be a small architect in a county town, like Mr Hicks at 
Dorchester’.

The Moule FamilThe Moule Famil

John HicksJohn Hicks
(1815-1869)

Hicks Hardy Plaque St Peters Before Restoration

Rev Moule and Family on Fordington Vicarage Lawn 
5th August 1869
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George Rackstrow CrickmayGeorge Rackstrow Crickmay
IN 1858 Crickmay & Son 

began as an architec-
tural practice in Wey-

mouth, which then moved to 
Dorchester on the death of 
John Hicks.

Hardy had worked for 
Hicks, and in 1869 Crick-
may asked Hardy to assist with 
some unfinished church-res-
toration work. For the first 
time in his architectural ca-
reer, Hardy was given a free 
hand in the direction and 
building of churches. It was 

Crickmay who sent Hardy 
to Cornwall to continue the 
work on St. Juliot’s begun by 
Hicks. Here he met his first 
wife Emma in 1870, and they 
married after a four-year en-
gagement during which they 
saw each other only a handful 
of times.

It was while working for 
Crickmay that Hardy wrote 
A Pair of Blue Eyes, one of many 
autobiographical novels, fea-
turing a young architect who 
travels to Cornwall to work on 

church restoration and where 
he meets the love of his life. 

Hardy worked for Crickmay 
until 1874 when Far From the 
Madding Crowd was published, 
earning him enough money 
to marry Emma and to devote 
himself solely to writing.

Crickmay was a prodigious 
architect in both Dorset and 
London, and in 1884 was 
proposed and became a Fel-
low of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects to which he 
was given an honorary mem-

bership. A commemorative 
plaque adorns what were his 
Dorchester premises in High 
West Street and also the Dor-
set County Museum which 
he designed in 1883. This 
neo-Gothic style building was 
intended specifically to house 
the Dorset County Museum’s 
collection, where it remains 
to this day..

Emma Lavinia Gifford

(1830-1907)

Dorset Museum 1883

Crickmay Plaque

St Julitta’s Church, St Juliot
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Frederick TrevesFrederick Treves

SIR Frederick Treves was 
born on February 15th, 
1853, at 8 Cornhill, 

Dorchester, the son of a suc-
cessful businessman. For two 
years he attended the school 
run by William Barnes, who 
became his life-long mentor. 
In an article about William 
Barnes, he recalls:

So deep was the master in thought 
on one occasion that nearly every 
boy in the school crept out, one 
by one, into the playground, 
leaving the room empty, but for 

a few immaculate scholars who 
resisted a great and dramatic 
temptation.  I remember once 
that some forbidden fruit of 
which I was possed rolled across 
the schoolroom floor, and that 
I crawled after it in the wake 
of the dreaming master. He 
turned suddenly in his walk and 
stumbled over me, to my intense 
alarm.  When he had regained 
his balance he apologized very 
earnestly and resumed his walk, 
unconscious that the object he 
had fallen over was a scholar.

Frederick was sent to com-
plete his education at Mer-
chant Taylor’s in London 
but was always hankering for 
Dorset beyond the hills. He 
followed his brother into the 
medical profession and while 
working at the London Hos-
pital, Whitechapel, he came 
across the sad and gross-
ly-deformed figure of Joseph 
Merrick, better known as 
‘The Elephant Man’. Treves 
befriended this pitiable man 
and made his last years bear-
able and happy. He became 
a distinguished surgeon and 
writer of medical books and 
discovered that an inflamed 
appendix was operable. Be-
coming surgeon to several 
members of the royal family, 

including Queen Victoria, 
he was instrumental in can-
celling the coronation of his 
most famous patient, Edward 
VII, whose appendix he had 
removed the day before, re-
ceiving his baronetcy soon 
afterward.

Treves had always want-
ed to write, and he gave up 
his medical career to do just 
that, specialising in books 
on travel. Retaining strong 
bonds with Dorset he visited 
at every opportunity, devel-
oping a close friendship with 
Thomas Hardy. To write the 
Dorset volume of his county 
travel series, Highways and Byways 
of Dorset, Treves cycled over 

2,000 miles to visit every 
village, town, hamlet, church 
and manor in the county. It 
remains a ‘classic of regional 
topography’.

After the First World War, 
Treves went to live on the 
shores of Lake Geneva where 
he carried on writing. His last 
book The Elephant Man and Other 
Reminiscences became one of his 
most famous. Sir Frederick 
Treves died on 6th Decem-
ber 1923 and was cremated 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
but the Society of Dorset Men 
arranged for his ashes to be 
brought home and they still 
lie in Dorchester Cemetery, 
near his family.

(1853 – 1923)

Joseph Merrick c.1889 Treves Grave

Victorian Surgical Equipment

Frederick Treves Plaque

Frederick Treves
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EdwardEdward
  Cunnington  Cunnington

Robert Louis  Robert Louis  
    Stevenson    Stevenson

EDWARD Cunning-
ton was born in 1825 
in Upavon, Wiltshire, 

the grandson of the famous 
Wiltshire antiquarian, Wil-
liam Cunnington. A wine 
merchant by trade, Edward 
Cunnington, together with 
his wife Mary and his family, 
moved to Dorchester where 
he lived at number 10 South 
Street (now Barclays Bank). 
It was during his time here 
that he became friends with 
Thomas Hardy. Hardy in-
formed Cunnington that the 
Mayor’s house in his novel The 
Mayor of Casterbridge was mod-
elled on Cunnington’s house.

Like his grandfather, Cun-
nington had a passion for ar-
chaeology and excavated 46 
Dorset barrows during the fi-
nal decades of the nineteenth 
century, mainly between 1878 
and 1888. One of the most 
significant of his finds was the 
treasure from an early Bronze 
Age barrow near Maiden 
Castle. Excavated between 
15th and 20th September 
1882, the barrow yielded six 
early Bronze Age artefacts 

some of which were quite ex-
ceptional. These consisted of 
a bronze dagger, an amber 
cup, a jet and gold mace head 
and a diamond-shaped gold 
ornament. The copper and 
tin in the bronze dagger, the 
jet and gold, and the amber 
are exotic materials, having 
been brought in from some 
distance away. These burial 
goods are currently on display 
in the Dorset Museum.

Originally published as the 
short story ‘Ancient Earthwork’ in 
1885, in 1913 Thomas Hardy 
collected it as ‘A Tryst at an Ancient 

Earthwork’ for A Changed Man and 
Other Tales.  When the story was 
first published in the English 
Illustrated Magazine, the location 
was given as Casterbridge, 
but the editor identified 
Casterbridge as Dorchester. 
As soon as it appeared, Hardy 
wrote to his friend Florence 
Henniker that he regretted 
the editor mentioning 
Dorchester because he feared 

that one of the characters 
might be identified with ‘a 
local man, still living’. It is 
often thought that Edward 
Cunnington was the model 
for the antiquarian.

In later life, Cunnington 
and his wife resided in Wey-
mouth. The finds from his 
excavations were later pur-
chased by the Dorset Museum 
in 1890 for the price of £250. 
He died in Weymouth on 25th 
February 1916 aged 91 and was 
buried alongside his wife, 
Mary, in St Ann’s Church-
yard, Radipole.

R.L. Stevenson was a 
Scottish novelist who 
wrote The Strange Case of 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde while living 
in Bournemouth. The site is 
currently marked with a sign 
and an ornamental stone 
lighthouse of Skerryvore.  The 
house was bombed during 
World War II.

Stevenson, together with 

his wife Fanny, called on the 
Hardys at Max Gate in late 
August 1885. Fanny was be-
mused by Hardy and not en-
amoured of Emma at all. She 
wrote to a friend that ‘Hardy 
is small, very pale, and schol-
arly looking...He has a very 
strange face, quite triangular, 
with a nose that points down 
very suddenly...His wife is 
very plain, quite underbred, 
and most tedious...’. 

In June 1886 Stevenson 
wrote to Hardy to praise The 
Mayor of Casterbridge, asking if 
he might dramatise it, and 
the two men met for dinner 
in London near the British 
Museum. When Stevenson 
was about to leave for the 
United States he included 
a copy of The Woodlanders 
in his luggage. However, 
Stevenson and Henry James 
considered Tess of the d’Urbervilles 
to be abominable in style and 
factitious in its portrayal of 
sexuality. Hardy responded 
with ‘How indecent of those 
two virtuous females to expose 
their mental nakedness in 
such a manner.’

(1825- 1916)
(1850-1894)

Skerryvore Stone Lighthouse

Robert Louis Stevenson

Edward Cunnington

Clandon Barrow Lozenge
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THE Powys family lived 
in Dorchester from 
1879-1885. In 1896 

the 24-year-old John Cow-
per Powys sent Hardy a copy 
of his first publication, Odes 
and Other Poems; it contained a 

poem titled ‘To Thomas Har-
dy’. Hardy not only acknowl-
edged it but invited him to 
visit Max Gate. At that first 
meeting, John Cowper was 
bold enough to ask Hardy and 
his wife Emma to pay a return 
visit to Montacute vicarage to 
meet his parents, along with 
his younger brothers, and 
the Hardys accepted.Thus 
began Hardy’s relationship 
with the talented, prolific, 
literary family, of whom the 
best known are John Cowper 

Powys and his brothers, The-
odore Francis and Llewelyn. 
The 12-year-old Llewelyn 
took the Hardys to the den 
the brothers had constructed 
in the vicarage garden, which 
they called ‘Robbers Castle’. 
It had a visitors book, which 
Hardy duly signed ‘Thom-
as Hardy, a Wayfarer’. Har-
dy was John Cowper’s most 
important influence, espe-
cially where his five ‘Wessex 
novels’ are concerned. One 
of them – Maiden Castle – is a 

tribute to Hardy’s The Mayor of 
Casterbridge, and the then late 
author is referenced several 
times. Llewelyn, who was a 
successful essayist, mentions 
Hardy innumerable times 
in his work. The friend-
ship between the Hardys and 
the Powyses lasted even af-

ter Thomas Hardy’s death 
in 1928; in 1935, when John 
Cowper returned to England 
after many years lecturing 
in America, Hardy’s widow, 
Florence, offered her car to 

take Llewelyn (then an inva-
lid) from his remote coastal 
cottage near East Chaldon to 
the Shire Hall, in Dorchester, 
where he was involved in a 
libel trial.

BETTER known as Lawrence of Arabia, T.E. Lawrence 
was a British army officer, explorer, scholar, writer, mil-
itary strategist and linguist. In June 1924 Lawrence in-

vited Hardy and Florence, Hardy’s second wife, to his cottage 
Cloud’s Hill near Wool for a sumptuous tea, having been enter-
tained by the Hardys in the company of the Shaws at Max Gate on 
30th December 1923. He subsequently became a frequent and 
much-valued visitor to Max Gate, sometimes in the company 
of Siegfried Sassoon, and frequently rode his Brough Superior 
motorbike there. Lawrence was admired by Florence, as ‘one of 
the few entirely satisfactory people in the world’. After Hardy’s 
death, Lawrence became a close friend of Florence, who at one 
point hoped he may become more.

Powys Family

Thomas Edward LawrenceThomas Edward Lawrence
(1888-1935)

Clouds Hill, MoretonT E Lawrence 1918 Lawrence’s Grave

Montacute

The Powys FamilThe Powys Famil
John Cowper Powys
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Marie StopesMarie Stopes
IN 1923 Marie Stopes bought the Old 

Higher Lighthouse on the Isle of Portland, 
becoming fascinated by the Jurassic Coast. 

She founded the Portland Museum which 
opened in 1930, the cottage housing the mu-
seum was the home of Avice Caro in Hardy’s 
The Well-Beloved.

Stopes was a friend of both Hardy and his 
second wife Florence, the latter of whom wrote 
to Marie several times, including about her 
one time hope of having a child with Hardy. 
Stopes visited the Hardys at Max Gate in 1923, 
taking tea in the garden with them, and they in 
turn visited her at her lighthouse. 

In 1926 Hardy wrote to Stopes regarding 
her play Vectia, she had wanted his support to 
get it licenced for performance, but he found 
it incredulous that the main protagonist was 
still ignorant of sexual matters after three 
years of marriage. This turned out to be 
autobiographical on Stopes’ part. Hardy wrote 
a further letter to Stopes in October of that 
year congratulating her on her plans for the 
creation of the Portland Museum, stating ‘It is 
very strange that nobody should have had the 
bright idea of forming it earlier’.

 (1880-1958)

Portland LighthouseHards and Marie Stopes Outside Lighthouse

Marie Stopes
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WITH grateful thanks to Dr Tracy Hayes, Secretary, Thomas 
Hardy Society and Mark North, Thomas Hardy Society, 
William Barnes Society and Dorset Museum.

Dorset Museum
www.dorsetmuseum.org

William Barnes Society
www.williambarnessociety.org.uk

The Thomas Hardy Society
www.hardysociety.org
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